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1
PROGRAMMABLE INTERFACE-BASED
VALIDATION AND DEBUG

BACKGROUND

Automatic Test Equipment (ATE) is used for validation
and debugging of many electronic designs, and especially the
electronic designs implemented using integrated circuits.
Because of the relative complexity of the integrated circuits,
debugging and device validation is typically time consuming
and involves much iteration of test vectors using the ATE.
Because of the complexity of the ATE, the cost for using the
ATE for debugging of the designs-under-test is commensu-
rately expensive. The difficulty of debugging is further com-
pounded by input/output limitations of the interface used to
exercise the design-under-test.

SUMMARY

The problems noted above can be solved in large part by a
programmable interface-based validation and debug system
that, for example, provides a cost-effective solution for
enhancing ad-hoc network communications. A program-
mable interface-based validation and debug system includes,
for example, a test connector that is arranged to communica-
tively couple a design under test to the test fixture. A program-
mable logic interface is communicatively coupled to the test
connector and is arranged to receive a downloadable test
bench, where the downloadable test bench is arranged to
apply test vectors from a first set of test vectors to a first test
control bus. A multiplexer is arranged to selectively couple
one of'the first test control bus and a second test control bus to
a shared test bus that is coupled to the test connector, where
the second test control bus is arranged to apply test vectors
from a second set of test vectors provided by, for example, a
debugger that is operated by a human.

This Summary is submitted with the understanding that it
is not be used to interpret or limit the scope or meaning of the
claims. Further, the Summary is not intended to identify key
features or essential features of the claimed subject matter,
nor is it intended to be used as an aid in determining the scope
of the claimed subject matter.

BRIEF DESCRIPTION OF THE DRAWINGS

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative electronic device in accor-
dance with example embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a test flow for perform-
ing debugging using a validation design and debug board in
accordance with example embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 3 is a block diagram that illustrates components of a
validation design and debug board in accordance with
example embodiments of the disclosure;

FIG. 4 is an architectural diagram that illustrates compo-
nents of a validation design and debug board system in accor-
dance with example embodiments of the disclosure; and

FIG. 5 is an architectural diagram that illustrates a valida-
tion design and debug board bus interface for a design under
test in accordance with example embodiments of the disclo-
sure.

DETAILED DESCRIPTION

The following discussion is directed to various embodi-
ments of the invention. Although one or more of these
embodiments may be preferred, the embodiments disclosed
should not be interpreted, or otherwise used, as limiting the
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2

scope of the disclosure, including the claims. In addition, one
skilled in the art will understand that the following descrip-
tion has broad application, and the discussion of any embodi-
ment is meant only to be example of that embodiment, and not
intended to intimate that the scope of the disclosure, including
the claims, is limited to that embodiment.

Certain terms are used throughout the following descrip-
tion—and claims—to refer to particular system components.
As one skilled in the art will appreciate, various names may be
used to refer to a component or system. Accordingly, distinc-
tions are not necessarily made herein between components
that differ in name but not function. Further, a system can be
a sub-system of yet another system. In the following discus-
sion and in the claims, the terms “including” and “compris-
ing” are used in an open-ended fashion, and thus are to be
interpreted to mean “including, but not limited to . . .. ” Also,
the terms “coupled to” or “couples with” (and the like) are
intended to describe either an indirect or direct electrical
connection. Thus, if a first device couples to a second device,
that connection can be made through a direct electrical con-
nection, or through an indirect electrical connection via other
devices and connections. The term “portion” can mean an
entire portion or a portion that is less than the entire portion.
The term “test vectors” can mean information used to set or
validate the setting of test pins even when the test pins appear
in a single line of code.

FIG. 1 shows an illustrative computing device 100 in accor-
dance with preferred embodiments of the disclosure. For
example, the computing device 100 is, or is incorporated into,
an electronic system 129, such as a laptop, a mobile device, a
personal digital assistant, a personal computer, electronics
control “box” or display, electronic test bench, or any other
type of electronic system. The computing device 100 can be
powered from line current, solar cells, and/or battery (or
capacitive) storage.

In some embodiments, the computing device 100 com-
prises a megacell or a system-on-chip (SoC) which includes
control logic such as a CPU 112 (Central Processing Unit), a
storage 114 (e.g., random access memory (RAM)) anda VDB
debugger 110 (e.g., executable software at least partially
embodied in hardware) program that it is arranged to access
the VDB (validation design and debug board) 131. The CPU
112 can be, for example, a CISC-type (Complex Instruction
Set Computer) CPU, RISC-type CPU (Reduced Instruction
Set Computer), MCU-type (Microcontroller Unit), or a digi-
tal signal processor (DSP). The storage 114 (which can be
memory such as on-processor cache, oftf-processor cache,
RAM, flash memory, or disk storage) stores one or more
software applications 130 (e.g., embedded applications) that,
when executed by the CPU 112, perform any suitable func-
tion associated with the computing device 100.

The CPU 112 comprises memory and logic that store infor-
mation frequently accessed from memory provided by the
storage 114. The computing device 100 is often controlled by
a user using a Ul (user interface) 116, which provides output
to and receives input from the user during the execution the
software application 130. The output is provided using the
display 118, indicator lights, a speaker, vibrations, and the
like. The input is received using audio and/or video inputs
(using, for example, voice or image recognition), and
mechanical devices such as keypads, switches, proximity
detectors, and the like. The CPU 112 and VDB debugger 110
is coupled to /O (Input-Output) port 128, which provides an
interface such as a JTAG (joint test action group) interface
that is configured to receive input from (and/or provide output
to) the VDB board 131. The I/O port 128 can be a bus such as
a USB (universal serial bus), RS- (Radio-Sector of the Elec-
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tronic Industries Alliance-) 232, 12C (inter-integrated cir-
cuit), and the like. The computing device 100 can also be
coupled to peripherals and/or computing devices, including
tangible, non-transitory media (such as flash memory) and/or
cabled or wireless media. These and other input and output
devices are selectively coupled to the computing device 100
by external devices using wireless or cabled connections. The
storage 114 can be accessed by, for example, external devices
via 1/O port 128.

The VDB debugger 110 is a monitoring and control system
and comprises logic and functionality (embodied at least
partially in hardware and at least partially controlled by soft-
ware application 130, which is at least partially stored in
storage 114) that supports monitoring, controlling, testing,
and debugging of a design-under-test (DUT). For example,
the VDB debugger 110 can be used to download and/or con-
trol programmable logic (embodied at least partially in hard-
ware) interface such as VDB FPGA (field-programmable
gate array) 142 included in a test fixture such as validation
design and debug board (VDB) 131. Thus, the debugger 110
is (for example) a self-contained computer system (such as a
laptop personal computer) that is different from the test fix-
ture such as the VDB board 131.

The components of the VDB debugger 110 and VDB
FPGA 142 allow validation of a physical DUT and/or an
emulator of the DUT via connector J1. For example, an emu-
lator can be used to replicate the operation of the DUT (e.g.,
by plugging in an emulator socket into the connector J1),
were it actually functioning in an intended final embodiment
(such as a packaged integrated circuit), would perform in
various situations (e.g., how the components of the DUT
would interact with the software application 130). In this way,
the DUT can be debugged in a single environment which
resembles pre- or post-production operation.

Conventional test equipment typically provides a predomi-
nantly hardware-oriented environment that interacts with
designs-under-test in a relatively fixed manner. For example,
test vectors are loaded into a DUT memory. After program
code is loaded into the device memory through the test vec-
tors, there is typically no external control on the execution of
the same. After execution of the test vectors, test results are
often limited to a signature that provides an indication of
whether the test passed or failed.

In contrast, The VDB debugger 110 provides control over
and visibility into DUT internal circuits. For example, the
VDB debugger 110 includes debugger software such as code
composer studio (CCS) 111 that is used, for example, for
debugging a processor (such as a microprocessor, DSP,
microcontroller, and the like) integrated within the DUT. The
CCS 111 provides debugging commands that are typically
high-level commands that are converted into JTAG com-
mands used for debugging the DUT. When used as a test
master (as discussed further below), the CCS 111 provides
visibility (e.g., of the status of DUT internal registers and
memory and the like) and debugging functionality (e.g., step,
run, halt, breakpoint, and the like) that surpasses, for
example, validation low-level commands asserted using a
JTAG (joint test action group) interface. Thus, a processor in
a DUT can be halted and single stepped through the code
while examining the state of internal registers as an aid to
determine the causes and locations of failures that occur using
the validation low-level commands.

Accordingly, the VDB FPGA 142 can be used for initial
device testing, device confidence building (e.g., by executing
design validation and application test after the design is
reduced to silicon), as a customer demonstration board, field
failure testing and the like. Additionally, the VDB FPGA 142
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4

can be reprogrammed to adjust to (and/or provide) new inter-
face requirements for revised or new designs-under-test,
which promotes reusability and shortens design times for test
equipment and fixtures.

FIG. 2 is a flow diagram illustrating a test flow for perform-
ing debugging using a validation design and debug board in
accordance with example embodiments of the disclosure.
Generally described, test flow 200 includes an example pro-
cess for loading test vectors onto a design under test via a
programmable interface such as VDB FPGA 142. Although
the test flow is described as being related to a DUT that is
embodied in (e.g., “reduced to”) silicon as a monolithic inte-
grated circuit, the disclosure is applicable to emulators of the
DUT that can be coupled to the VDB FPGA 142 (e.g., via
connector J1).

More particularly, the test flow begins at node 202 and
proceeds to operation 210, where the validation design and
debug board 131 is initialized for testing. The validation
design and debug board is initialized, for example, by using a
netlist to program the VDB FPGA 142 to couple test vectors
(e.g., received from VDB debugger 110) to specific inputs of
the DUT. The specific inputs are assigned to specific pins
(e.g., an ordered “pin-out”) in accordance with pins in a
package (such as the pins in package of an integrated circuit)
and/or connector (such as connector J1).

After programming of the VDB FPGA 142, signals on the
VDB board 131 are placed in correct operating states. For
example, the reset signal can be de-asserted, clocks of
selected operating frequencies can be coupled to respective
inputs of the DUT, and the status of electronic fuses in the
DUT can be ascertained. After initialization, test flow contin-
ues in operation 220.

In operation 220, a design for test (DFT) mode is initiated.
In contrast to conventional art (where, for example, JTAG-
based tests are initiated and control and supervision of the
process is suspended until completion of the tests), the vali-
dation design and debug board is arranged to enter a DFT
mode while allowing a supervisory process (such as con-
trolled and viewed by CCS 111) to monitor and change values
of'individual registers and memory locations of the DUT, run
specific ranges of test vectors (e.g., single-stepping and/or
selected blocks of test vectors), and halt test execution (e.g., at
predetermined locations). After the design for test mode is
entered, test flow 200 continues in operation 230.

In operation 230, program code for testing a DUT is loaded
into the validation design and debugs board 131. More par-
ticularly, specific program code for testing a particular por-
tion of the DUT is loaded and the various portions of the DUT
can be tested loading different program code that is specific to
any selected portion of the DUT that is to be tested. Thus, for
example, program code for configuring a test scenario for the
DUT (as well as other such program code) can be loaded onto
the validation design and debug board 131 so that the program
code portions is resident on the validation design and debug
board 131. The program code can be loaded into one of the
memories as described below with respect to FIG. 3 and
following.

Each of the operations in test flow 200 can be interrupted
by a supervisory process in test flow 200 such that a different
operation (such as operation 230 or operation 240) can be
interrupted and the status of various components can be
examined by the supervisory process. Thus, for example,
results of a test being executed can be examined before the
test being performed is halted or otherwise terminated. Test
flow 200 continues in operation 240.

In operation 240, the program code is executed. For
example, a command (such as a debugging command) is
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received from the supervisor process (e.g., CCS 111), which
directs the validation design and debug board 131 to apply (in
response to the received command) selected test vectors to
respective pins of the DUT. In an example where the test
vectors are TDL- (test-design-language-) based, mastering of
a shared JTAG bus is awarded to the supervisor process and a
test sequence from the supervisor process is applied to JTAG-
specific pins of the DUT in accordance with the received
command.

For example, a test can be written in TDL where the test can
be represented as a matrix having rows and columns. Each
row of the TDL is associated with a particular time period
(e.g., time slice or test clock) and where the stimulus of each
row is sequentially applied to (and the response measured
from) design pins of the DUT at a particular time of the test.
Typically each column is associated with a design pin where
each row of TDL has values that are applied as stimulus
and/or values that are compared against responses received
on a design pin. Thus values can be applied and/or measured
at a point in the test flow that is associated with the particular
row of TDL.

In various embodiments, the operations of the test flow 200
are not necessarily performed sequentially. For example, a
first portion of the DUT can be tested by executing the code
for testing the first portion, while a second a second portion of
the DUT can be tested by executing the code for testing the
second portion, where the code for testing the first portion is
executed during a first time period that at least partially over-
laps a second time period in which code for testing the second
portion is executed. Accordingly responses to asynchronous
events can be tested by varying the relative time at the code for
testing the first and second portions are initiated (e.g., in
response to separate commands received from CCS 111).

In operation 250, the test results are accessed (e.g.,
“dumped”) for analysis. The test results can be accessed by
monitoring /O traces, comparing test signatures, reading
on-DUT JTAG registers, reading memory and/or register
contents, reading results of built-in-test (BIT) devices stored
in memory, and the like.

FIG. 3 is a block diagram that illustrates components of a
validation design and debug board in accordance with
example embodiments of the disclosure. Validation design
and debug board 300 is a validation design and debug board
such as VDB board 131 that includes one or more interfaces
for communicating with a VDB controller such as VDB
debugger 110. For example, a VDB debugger 110 is arranged
to communicate with VDB board 300 via proprietary inter-
face (I/F) (e.g., VDB I/F 302) or via a standards-based inter-
face (e.g., JTAG interface 304).

Validation design and debug board 300 includes one or
more power supplies for powering the VDB board 300 and a
DUT coupled to the VDB board 300 via connector J1. For
example, VDB 300 includes power supplies 310 such as
programmable 312 power supplies PPS1-PPS10 and fixed
314 power supplies FPS1-FPS7. Programmable power sup-
plies PPS1-PPS10 can be programmed by the VDB debugger
110 to provide voltages for programming VDB FGPA 336
and powering selected portions of a DUT. Fixed power sup-
plies FPS1-FPS7 are arranged to provide voltages typically
present in semiconductor designs such as 0.9V, 1V, 1.2V,
1.8V, 2.5V, 3.3V, and 5V, respectively. Power supply output
(as well as analog signal output from the DUT) can be mea-
sured using measurement unit 316. Measurement unit 316
includes an electronic switch matrix S1 that is arranged to
selectively couple (e.g., in response to a command from the
VDB debugger 111) signals from the (fixed or program-
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6

mable) power supplies or DUT pins (e.g., via connector J1) to
an input of the analog-to-digital converter (ADC1).

Validation design and debug board 300 also includes one or
more clock generators 320 for powering the VDB board 300
and a DUT coupled to the VDB board 300 via connector J1.
For example, VDB board 300 includes clock generators 320
such as programmable 322 clock generators CLK1-CLK15
and fixed 324 clock generators Y1-Y7. Programmable clock
generators CLK1-CLK15 can be programmed by the VDB
debugger 110 to provide selected frequencies (and/or phases)
for clocking selected portions of a DUT.

Validation design and debug board 300 also includes one or
more daughter cards (DC) such as DUT DC 330, memory
(MEM) DC 346, peripheral (PERIPH) DC 360, and a trace-
back DC 370. The VDB board 300 is arranged to receive the
daughter cards using connectors each of which is arranged to
provide power and signals to a daughter card and receive
signals from the daughter card. The functionality of each
daughter card can be (e.g., instead, or portions shared
between) implemented directly on the VDB board 300. How-
ever, the use of daughter cards facilitates upgrading of the
VDB board 300 capabilities because, for example, an entire
daughter card can be replaced as new generations of compo-
nents (such as memory) for the daughter card being replaced
become available.

The design-under-test daughter card (DUT DC) 330
includes functionality for hosting (and/or hosting an emulator
socket for) the DUT. For example, DUT DC 330 includes a
DUT connector J1 that is arranged to receive an integrated
circuit containing a DUT or an emulation socket (and/or
plug). The connector J1 is also arranged to couple (e.g.,
electrical) signals from the DUT to circuitry of the DUT DC
330. Thus, the VDB debugger 110 is arranged to communi-
cate with the DUT via the VDB board 131 and DUT DC 330.
The DUT DC 330 also includes direct communication inter-
faces such as JTAG interface 334, USB version 2.0 interface
338, and Ethernet (physical layer) interface 340. The direct
communication interfaces allow direct communications with
a variety of external peripheral devices for testing and evalu-
ation of the DUT.

The DUT DC also includes the VDB FPGA 336. The VDB
debugger 110 is arranged to program a synthesized “hardware
test bench” that is arranged to apply selected test vectors to be
used for testing the DUT. The synthesized hardware test
bench program is ported to (e.g., used for programming) the
VDB FPGA 336. The VDB FPGA 336 is programmed in
accordance with the “pin-out” (including the functionality
and ordering of the input/output signals) of the DUT. Thus,
the VDB FPGA 336 is arranged to (e.g., sequentially) apply
the selected test vectors onto corresponding pins of the DUT
(“design pins”) when testing the DUT (which can be a manu-
factured monolithic semiconductor, and emulation device
that is emulating a design, an electronic system having an
interface suitable for coupling to the connector J1, and the
like).

Once the selected test vectors are loaded into the DUT
memory (e.g., using a drive/strobe-pins bus 456 and/or ITAG
bus 458 FIG. 4) via the VDB FPGA 336, the control of the
executing the selected test vectors is directed to a supervisory
process such as the VDB debugger 110 coupled to the VDB
board 300. The VDB debugger 110 has, for example, a com-
plete processor view of various registers or memory contents
in the device under test. The VDB debugger 110 is capable of
halting the execution, single stepping through the program
code, adding breakpoints, and the like, which helps to shorten
and quicken debug cycles. Accordingly the downloading of
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the synthesizable hardware test bench to the VDB FPGA 336
provides expanded visibility and controllability over conven-
tional ATE solutions.

Validation design and debug board 300 provides memory
for use by the components of the DUT DC 330 for testing the
DUT. For example, DUT DC 330 includes memory 332 that
is closely coupled to the DUT connector J1 and can be
accessed quickly with respect to reading from or writing to
the DUT. Ancillary memory such as 32-bit wide static RAM
(SRAM 342) and double-data rate RAM version 2 (DDR2)
344 provide large banks of memory that are selectively
coupled to the DUT using wide data busses. The ancillary
memory can be used to store, supply, and capture test stimulus
and/or test results such as video or audio streams. One or more
clock generators Y7 are provided for generating clock signals
used to control operation of components of the DUT DC 330
such and to provide selected frequencies (and/or phases) for
testing selected portions of a DUT.

Validation design and debug board 300 also includes one or
more expanded memory cards (MEM DC) 360 for providing
and/or coupling additional memory to the VDB board 300.
For example, VDB board 300 includes asynchronous
memory 348 and synchronous memory 352. Asynchronous
memory includes asynchronous memory components 350,
which can include memory such as flash memory and/or
static RAM (SRAM). Synchronous memory includes syn-
chronous memory components 352, which can include
memory such as SRAM 354, DDR 356, and mobile DDR
(MDDR) 358. Dual in-line package (DIP) sockets J2 can be
used to expand or replace existing memory components such
as asynchronous memory components 350 and synchronous
memory components 352.

Validation design and debug board 300 also includes one or
more peripheral daughter cards (PERIPH DC) 360 for pro-
viding and/or coupling additional functionality to the VDB
board 300. For example, VDB board 300 includes a test
interface such as JTAG interface (JTAG) 362 that provides a
JTAG interface for coupling test vectors from external JTAG-
enabled devices. The hardware test bench downloaded into
the VDB FPGA 336 can be arranged to execute JTAG-related
programming in test flows initiated by external JTAG-en-
abled devices. The VDB debugger 110 (e.g., hosted on PC
410 FIG. 4) is arranged to control test flow programming
initiated by external JTAG-enabled devices. Peripheral
daughter cards (PERIPH DC) 360 provides other test inter-
faces for in-circuit emulation external peripherals such as
Quickturn and Palladium test equipment using connectors
such as J3-J9. An 12C (inter-integrated circuit) interface 366
can be used to couple (e.g., surface mounted) integrated cir-
cuits to the VDB FPGA 336, connector J1, VDB debugger
110, and other testers.

Validation design and debug board 300 also includes one or
more traceback daughter cards (traceback DC) 370 for trace-
back functionality and/or interfacing to the VDB board 300.
For example, traceback DC 370 includes traceback memory
372, which is arranged to capture information used to record
the environment that exists before a trigger and/or capture
event occurs. The traceback memory can be arranged as a
circular queue and to continuously record (e.g., relatively)
large amounts of information where older information is
overwritten such that the size of the circular queue determines
how much traceback information is captured. When an event
occurs (such as a command received in response to a JTAG
controller (such as VDB debugger 110), the recording of the
data (with the exception of a selected portion of after-event
recording) is stopped so that the data surrounding the event is
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not overwritten. The captured data that surrounds the event
can be used to debug the environment (e.g., device state) that
surrounds the event.

The FPGA 384 can be programmed to implement control
of the traceback functionality. Oscillator Y7 is arranged to
provide, for example, clocks used to drive the traceback con-
trol circuitry and provided signals for writing to and reading
from the traceback memory 372. An interface to the DUT (I/F
to DUT) 370 is arranged to operate in response to the FPGA
384 and, for example, to couple information from the DUT to
the traceback memory 372.

The traceback DC 370 includes various interfaces used to
provide traceback functionality The DUT DC 370 includes
(e.g., serial) communication interfaces such as JTAG inter-
face 374, USB version 2.0 interface 382, and Ethernet (physi-
cal layer) interface 380. The DUT DC 370 includes (e.g.,
serial and/or parallel) communication interfaces such as
Hewlett-Packard interface (HPI), personal computer inter-
face (PCI), and VLYNQ (Texas Instruments® proprietary
interface) interface 378. The direct communication interfaces
extend internal busses, for example, to busses of external
peripheral devices used for testing and evaluation of the DUT.
The video interface 386 and “other” interface 388 can be used
to receive stimulus and/or test results such as video or audio
streams.

FIG. 4 is an architectural diagram that illustrates compo-
nents of a validation design and debug board system in accor-
dance with example embodiments of the disclosure. Valida-
tion design and debug board system 400 includes a personal
computer (PC) 410 and TDL files 412 that are arranged for
testinga DUT 460. The PC 410 is a (e.g., personal ) computing
device such as computing device 100 that is arranged to create
a downloadable test bench for applying selected contents of
the TDL files 412 to design pins of the DUT 460. The PC 410
is arranged to download the test bench and associated test
vectors to the validation design and debug board 420 (which
is a validation design and debug board such as VDB board
300) using an interface such as JTAG bus 414.

VDB controller 430 is arranged to receive (via JTAG bus
414) an image of the downloadable test bench and associated
test vectors. The received image of the downloadable test
bench and associated test vectors stored in the selected TDL
files are stored (via write bus 432) as contents of memory 440
(e.g., including TDL image 444). The contents of memory
440 are arranged to be read by the FPGA 450 via read bus 442.
The FPGA 450 (under the control of VDB controller 430, for
example) is arranged to read and instantiate the received
image of the downloadable test bench as downloaded test
bench 454. When the downloadable test bench is instantiated
(e.g., programmed) as downloaded test bench 454, oscillator
Y7 and clock generator 452 are arranged to provide one or
more clocks for driving and clocking the downloaded test
bench 454.

The downloaded test bench 454 instantiated in FPGA 450
is arranged to communicate with the design under test (DUT)
460 via drive/strobe-pins bus 456 and JTAG bus 458. Drive/
strobe-pins bus 456 is typically not shared with another bus
master. JTAG bus 458 is coupled to a first input of JTAG
multiplexer (MUX) 462. When the downloaded test bench
454 is in a test master mode (e.g., with respect to the DUT
460), the JTAG multiplexer 462 is arranged to couple the
JTAG bus 458 to the JTAG-bus design pins of the DUT 460
via shared test bus 466. Shared test bus 466 is a test controller
bus (e.g., in contrast to the drive/strobe-pins bus 456) and can
be used, for example, to initiate testing or reading from a
JTAG scan chain present on the DUT. The shared test bus is
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typically coupled to a different set of pins of the DUT than the
set of pins on the DUT to which the drive/strobe-pins bus 456
is coupled.

The downloaded test bench 454 is arranged to access test
vectors from the TDL image 444 and, upon entering a design
for test mode (for example), sequentially apply time slices of
the TDL image to the design pins during a test. For example,
each slice (e.g., “row” or “line”) of the test vectors can be
sequentially read by incrementing program counter 446 in
accordance with a clock received from clock generator 452.
The value of the program counter 446 can be used to form an
address that is asserted on address bus 448 for the purpose of
addressing memory contents of the TDL image 444.

The PC 470 is arranged to communicate with the design
under test (DUT) 460 via JTAG bus 464. JTAG bus 458 is
coupled to a second input of JTAG multiplexer (MUX) 462.
When the PC 470 is in a test master mode (e.g., with respect
to the DUT 460), the JTAG multiplexer 462 is arranged to
couple the JTAG bus 464 to the JTAG-bus design pins of the
DUT 460 via shared test bus 466. For example, the “master-
ship” of the DUT 460 (and shared test bus 466) by CCS 111
executing on PC 470 allows the CCS 111 to view and control
the test flow that is arranged to execute TDL from TDL image
444

In contrast with conventional solutions, full control of the
execution flow ofthe code of the TDL image 444 is permitted,
for example, using two test masters in an alternative fashion.
Invarious embodiments the test masters can be (or be derived
from) the same or different devices such that, for example, the
PC 410 and the PC 470 can be the same or different physical
(or virtual) devices. In the example embodiment, control of
the execution flow of the code of the TDL image 444 is
accomplished by establishing CCS 111 of PC 470 connectiv-
ity to the design on VDB for providing full control over the
execution flow of the TDL image 444 that is loaded into the
memory 440.

Full control of the execution flow of the code of the TDL
image 444 can be accomplished by transferring test master
control from the downloaded test bench 454 to the CCS 111
of PC 470. For example, the downloaded test bench 454 is
arranged to act as a test master (e.g., by controlling JTAG pins
of the DUT 460 via shared test bus 466) over loading and
executing the code of the TDL image 444 in the DUT 460.
After the execution has reached a certain point (e.g., such as
a predetermined breakpoint set in advance by a CCS 111 of
PC 410) in the TDL image 444, the downloaded test bench
454 is arranged to transfer control of the test to the CCS 111
of PC 470 such that the CCS 111 of PC 470 becomes the new
test master. Arbiter (e.g., a mechanism embodied as logic
gates in a silicon substrate) 470 is implemented to facilitate
transference of the mastership of the test bus between the
downloaded test bench 454 and the CCS 111 of PC 470.
When the CCS 111 no longer has need of the mastership of
the test bus, the downloaded test bench can resume testing
(including restarting or executing a newly loaded test
sequence) by acting as the current master of the test bus.

The arbiter 472 can select which of the downloaded test
bench 454 and the CCS 111 of PC 470 is to be the master of
shared bus 466. The arbiter 472 can select which is to be the
master of shared bus 466 in response to a reset state, a com-
mand received from a controller (such as the VDB controller
430 or the VDB debugger 110) or evaluating contents of the
JTAG bus 464, a DUT toggled output, and/or the contents of
the JTAG bus 458.

FIG. 5 is an architectural diagram that illustrates a valida-
tion design and debug board bus interface for a design under
test in accordance with example embodiments of the disclo-
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sure. Validation design and debug board FPGA 336 (and/or
FPGA 450) includes a vector memory 510 and an output
enable memory 520 that are used to drive input control logic
(e.g., embodied at least partially in hardware) 530 via busses
512 and 522, respectively. Although the vector memory 510
and OEN memory 520 are illustrated as being resident on the
VDB FPGA 336, all or some portions of the vector memory
510 and OEN memory 520 can be resident off of the VDB
FPGA 336 (while, e.g., still being resident on the VDB board
300).

Vector memory 510 is arranged to store each of the values
that are to be driven onto each of the DUT 550 design pins.
The vector memory 510 also is arranged to store information
for controlling execution of various TDL constructs such as
SETR (e.g., set values of a pin at an expected rate), RUNP
(e.g., run “packed” by repeating a previously set value), and
END (e.g., halt execution). As mentioned above, program
counter 446 can be used to generate addresses for accessing
test vectors. In an embodiment, the program counter includes
a state machine that is arranged to fetch and pack the test
vectors from the associated memories and apply the test vec-
tors onto the design pins at the expected rate (e.g., the SETR
construct). When a RUNP construct is encountered by the
state machine, the previously packed value is driven onto the
design pins until a RUNP count expires. When an END con-
struct is encountered, the previously packed value is driven
until, for example, an event that occurs externally to the
FPGA 336 or 450 that resets (or changes) the state machine.

The OEN memory 520 is arranged to store the direction
information (e.g., output and/or input) of a state of a DUT
design pin (or group of pins) for a test vector (or group of test
vectors). The memory storage can be optimized, for example,
by associating direction information using one word (e.g., 32
bits) of direction information per vector or by using one word
per line (e.g., row) of TDL-based test vectors.

In operation, the downloaded test bench 454 is arranged,
for example, to generate the direction information in response
to the TDL image 444. When the test vectors in the vector
memory 510 are being executed, addresses used to select a
particular line of TDL are also used to retrieve the associated
direction information for the selected line of TDL. The
retrieved associated direction information for the selected
line of TDL is used to control the states of one or more tri-state
buffers 540 (not all buffers are shown for the purpose of
clarity). For example, the direction information is applied via
bus 532, which determines whether selected contents (e.g.,
bits or words) of bus 534 are output by selected, enabled
tri-state buffers 540 onto bus 542 (which is coupled to the
DUT 550 via connector J1.

The various embodiments described above are provided by
way of illustration only and should not be construed to limit
the claims attached hereto. Those skilled in the art will readily
recognize various modifications and changes that could be
made without following the example embodiments and appli-
cations illustrated and described herein, and without depart-
ing from the true spirit and scope of the following claims.

What is claimed is:

1. A test fixture, comprising:

atest connector that is arranged to communicatively couple

a design under test to the test fixture, said test connector
including a shared test bus coupled to a first set of
selected pins; and

a programmable logic interface that is communicatively

coupled to the test connector and is arranged to receive a
downloadable test bench, wherein the downloadable test
bench is arranged to apply test vectors from a first set of
test vectors to a first test control bus;
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a multiplexer that is arranged to selectively couple one of
the first test control bus and a second test control bus to
the shared test bus, wherein the second test control bus is
arranged to apply test vectors from a second set of test
vectors.

2. The test fixture of claim 1, wherein the second set of test
vectors is supplied by a debugger that is operable by a human
to control execution of the first set of test vectors.

3. The test fixture of claim 2, comprising an arbiter that is
arranged to transfer mastership of the shared test bus between
the debugger and downloadable test bench.

4. The test fixture of claim 2, wherein the first set of test
vectors is arranged to validate a performance of the design
under test coupled to the test connector.

5. The test fixture of claim 3, wherein:

the arbiter transfers mastership of the shared test bus
dependent upon a command received from the program-
mable logic interface.

6. The test fixture of claim 3, wherein:

the arbiter transfers mastership of the shared test bus
dependent upon contents of the first test control bus.

7. The test fixture of claim 3, wherein:

the arbiter transfers mastership of the shared test bus
dependent upon contents of the second test control bus.
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8. The test fixture of claim 3, wherein:

the arbiter transfers mastership of the shared test bus

dependent upon an output of design under test.

9. The test fixture of claim 1, comprising an addressable
memory in which the first set of test vectors is stored.

10. The test fixture of claim 9, wherein the programmable
logic interface includes a field-programmable gate array
(FPGA) that is programmed to include a program counter that
is arranged to generate an address by which test vectors from
the first set of test vectors are retrieved.

11. The test fixture of claim 10, wherein the value of the
program counter is changed in response to a value of retrieved
test vectors from the first set of test vectors.

12. The test fixture of claim 11, wherein a first portion of
the first set of retrieved test vectors from the first set of test
vectors is applied to the first set of selected pins of the test
connector, and wherein a second portion of the first set of
retrieved test vectors for the first set of test vectors is applied
to a third test bus that is coupled to a second set of selected
pins of the test connector, wherein the second set of selected
pins of the test connector includes selected pins that are
different from the selected pins in the first set of selected pins.
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